F-VUMC Columbarium & Prayer Garden

FAQs

What is a Columbarium?

The word columbarium is derived from the Latin word columba and refers to the
dwelling place of a dove. When early Christians, who had been relegated to Rome's
catacombs, began using cliff-side niches to seal away ashes of the faithful, the term
"Columbarium" took on its present day meaning as sacred compartments

for storage of cremated remains.

Is Cremation Biblically Sound?

In the Christian faith, cremation is widely recognized and accepted as a theologically
valid process for handling the bodily remains of the deceased. The Bible does not
expressly commend or prohibit cremation. What the Bible does affirm is God’s
creative power in the resurrection of the dead. God originally created us from dust
and the promise of the resurrection testifies to God’s ability to create us anew for
heaven’s dwelling.

What are the benefits of a Columbarium?

[t affords church members and their families the opportunity to select their final
resting place in the shadow of the church, which has been central to their lives, a site
of beauty and dignity where their loved ones can visit and meditate at any time. It
eliminates the pressures of choosing a burial site, casket, vault and monument. It
provides a place for inurnment immediately adjacent to the sanctuary eliminating
the need to travel from the church to the cemetery or another locale. It provides a
substantial financial savings. The combined cost of a columbarium niche and
cremation is typically less than one-fourth the cost of a casket, vault, burial site, and
gravestone.

Where exactly is the F-VUMC Columbarium located?

The columbarium is nestled in a tranquil prayer garden, located in what is currently
the front of the church, in the alcove outside the church offices in the shadows of the
bell tower.

What is a niche?

Measuring 11&1/2" cubed, with a personalized engraved granite front, each of the
F-VUMC niches will hold one or two urns of ashes. The niches will be within brick
encasements surrounded by benches and appropriate landscaping.

How much will a niche cost?
Once construction begins on the columbarium, each niche will cost $3,500 and can
be paid in installments over a three-year period ($1,250 initial payment plus



$750/yr for three years). Checks should be made payable to F-VUMC and include
“columbarium” on the memo line.

Who is eligible to be inurned in a niche?
F-VUMC full members, affiliate members and pastors may purchase niches for self,
spouses, children, parents & grandchildren.

What if an eligible person doesn’t have the means to pay for a niche?
The Committee created the pricing structure to allow for the consideration of
special pricing for eligible indigents on a case-by-case basis.

What can be engraved on a niche plate?

Each niche will be covered with a 12” X 12” granite plate, uniform in size and color,
which will be engraved with the name, dates of birth and death of the deceased and
up to 28 characters of desired text. Note that special characters (“/’/!/&, etc.) as
well as blank spaces count as a character.

How are veterans honored?

If provided, a veterans medallion will be affixed to the niche cover. Medallions are
provided free-of-charge by the VA for eligible members of the US Armed Forces and
can be requested using VA Form 40-1330M. Please select the “Small Medallion”
option (2"W, 1 1/2"H, 1/3"D), as only the small medallion will fit on the niche cover.

Who owns the niche?
Legal title will remain with F-VUMC. The Reserver will be entitled to the right to use
the niche, but there will be no ownership of niches by individuals.

What may be placed inside a niche?

Only approved urn(s) that fit within the space (11&1/2” cubed) may be placed in a
niche. Urns must be permanent in nature (metal, ceramic, marble, fiberglass, plastic,
etc.), and must be sealed in such a manner so as to prevent a discharge of ashes in
the event of an accidental tip over. The name of the deceased person must be
permanently affixed to the urn or placed inside of the urn by the decedent’s family
or estate.

Are urns provided with the purchase of a niche?

No. These are usually purchased from the funeral home. Just as with caskets, there
are typically lots of different options. Just be sure that the urn you purchase will fit
into the space (11&1/2” cubed), is permanent in nature (metal, ceramic, marble,
fiberglass, plastic, etc.), and is sealable in such a manner so as to prevent a discharge
of ashes in the event of an accidental tip over.

Can I use a niche for a family pet?
No, niches are for eligible human remains only.

Can niches be opened after the initial inurnment?



Yes, for a small $100 administrative fee.

Can I select the location of my niche?

Yes, individuals will be able to make their niche location selection based on the
order of payment receipt. Payment in full is required in order to make a niche
location selection. Advance location requests will be allowed for those using the
multi-year payment option, but selection will not be locked in until payment is
received in full. Niche location requests selected in advance of full payment are thus
subject to reassignment if selected by a qualified fully paid reservation.

Can I ever change the location of my niche?
Yes. After a contract is signed and a niche selected, the Reserver may request a
change in location to any niche not already reserved for a $100 administrative fee.

When will construction of the columbarium be completed?

A multi-phase construction plan has been developed, and Phase 1 construction

(with 88 niches, 48 memorial plaques and multiple benches) was completed in 2016.
Expansion and future phases to include more niches, plaques, benches, a fountain
and a prayer labyrinth, will be constructed as demand and funding allows.

How will the columbarium and prayer garden be paid for?

The cost of the construction of the columbarium and prayer garden, as well as its
perpetual maintenance, will be funded by the sale of niches and memorial plaques,
as well as other named memorial elements such as benches and a beautiful fountain.
Of course, outright tax-deductible cash donations to support the project are also
welcomed!

How do I schedule an inurnment service?
Inurnment services will be designed through the consultation by one of the pastors
of F-VUMC with the family of the deceased.

Is the purchase of a niche refundable if I change my mind later?

If a reservation of a niche is surrendered back to the Committee prior to being
engraved, the amount paid for the reservation will be refunded, minus a $100
administrative fee, following the receipt by the Committee of funds for a new
reservation. Should a Reserver wish to surrender a niche back to the Committee
after the niche cover has been engraved, only 50% of the monies paid will be
returned, plus a $100 administrative fee, following the receipt by the Committee of
funds for a new reservation.

What happens if the church ever moves?

As a condition of using the columbarium, the Reserver will grant F-VUMC a legally
binding right to relocate the cremated remains of the decedent inurned therein to
any other location upon the relocation of the columbarium for any reason. Such
removal and relocation will be in the sole discretion of the FVUMC Board of Trustees
and will comply with all applicable laws.



How do I reserve a niche?
By completing this Niche Reservation Contract and returning it with the required
funds to a member of the Columbarium Committee.

Who may be remembered on the memorial walls?
Persons eligible to be inurned in niches, as well as, constituent members, siblings
and grandparents.

How much will a memorial plaque cost?
Memorial plaques are $500. Other memorial elements such as granite benches,
planters, and a decorative fountain are also available.

What can be engraved on a memorial plaque?

Each memorial plaque will be engraved with the name(s) of the deceased person(s)
whose family would have them to be remembered in this place, up to 35 characters.
Note - special characters (“/’/!/&, etc.) as well as blank spaces count as a character.

Is the purchase of a niche or memorial plaque considered tax-deductible?

No. This is not considered a tax-deductible donation to the church because you are
receiving something in return. However, unrestricted and outright donations given
in support of the F-VUMC Columbarium & Prayer Garden are 100% tax deductible
as a gift to the church.

How do I reserve a Memorial Plaque?
By completing this Memorial Plaque Reservation Contract and returning it with the
required funds to a member of the Columbarium Committee.




